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ensures the continued safety, afford-
ability, and reliability of our food sup-
ply while achieving real savings in 
Federal spending. We reformed the VA 
to address the horrific wait times our 
veterans face while trying to receive 
the health care they earned. And we 
passed a spending agreement that 
brings discretionary spending to its 
lowest level in almost a decade and has 
a number of provisions that adhere to 
conservative principles. 

Both parties did not get everything 
they wanted in any of these instances, 
but the final product was the result of 
individuals coming from different 
starting points and arriving at the 
same finish line. That is what the 
American people want, but that takes 
an honest commitment from all parties 
involved. 

One way the President can show he is 
really ready to work with Congress is 
to abandon his misguided plan to cir-
cumvent Congress and grant amnesty 
to millions of illegal immigrants. I an-
ticipate that President Obama will try 
tonight, once again, to defend his ac-
tions by blaming Congress for not pass-
ing immigration reform. The truth is 
everyone in this Chamber is eager to 
tackle immigration reform. 

The President is acting unilaterally 
because he knows Congress does not 
support his amnesty proposal. He 
knows the final product of our work 
will not include that provision. So he 
intends to go around Congress to get 
his way. Now the President seems in-
tent to dig his heels in deeper by 
threatening to veto our efforts to 
defund his actions. This is just one of 
the veto threats President Obama has 
already issued just weeks into the new 
Congress. This start doesn’t bode well 
for bipartisanship. 

I hope tonight’s speech is light on the 
veto threats and heavy on the areas 
where we can find common agreement. 
I think those are plentiful, and I sin-
cerely believe it is possible. 

A fair and simple tax system, cre-
ating jobs, and making Washington 
more efficient, effective and account-
able—these are the issues that Ameri-
cans want us to address and areas 
where compromise is possible. That is 
where our focus should be and what the 
country wants—not just what the 
President wants. 

If everyone comes to the table ready 
to work, I think we can surprise every-
one with what we can achieve. But it 
will take Presidential leadership. An 
Arkansan showed it can be done. Presi-
dent Obama should look to the example 
of President Clinton for how to move 
forward and to work with a Republican 
Congress. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE ACT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 1, which the 
clerk will report. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1) to approve the Keystone XL 

Pipeline. 

Pending: 
Murkowski amendment No. 2, in the na-

ture of a substitute. 
Markey/Baldwin amendment No. 13 (to 

amendment No. 2), to ensure that oil trans-
ported through the Keystone XL Pipeline 
into the United States is used to reduce U.S. 
dependence on Middle Eastern oil. 

Portman/Shaheen amendment No. 3 (to 
amendment No. 2), to promote energy effi-
ciency. 

Cantwell (for Franken) amendment No. 17 
(to amendment No. 2), to require the use of 
iron, steel, and manufactured goods produced 
in the United States in the construction of 
the Keystone XL Pipeline and facilities. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, we 
are back on the bill before us, a meas-
ure that would allow for the permit to 
be approved to allow for construction 
of the Keystone XL Pipeline from Can-
ada into the United States. We had 
good discussion last week, certainly on 
Friday. 

We have several amendments that 
are pending before the body. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts has one on oil 
exports, Senator PORTMAN on energy 
efficiency, and there is another meas-
ure sponsored by Senator FRANKEN re-
lating to American steel. Obviously, it 
is important that we begin to process 
these amendments because we have a 
significant amount of interest in the 
issues in front of us. At this point in 
time there are—we had over 50 filed 
amendments as of Friday evening. As 
of this morning, we maybe have more 
on deck. There is clearly a great deal of 
interest not only on Keystone XL but 
other energy-related amendments as 
well. 

As we work through finalizing the 
events for this afternoon, I would like 
to alert Members that we would like to 
have votes on at least the three pend-
ing amendments that are before us 
that I just mentioned, hopefully by 
midafternoon. We are aware the Senate 
will close early today because of the 
President’s State of the Union this 
evening. So my hope is that we would 
be able to process these three. 

It has come to our attention that 
Senator PORTMAN’s amendment may 
need to be modified. He is in the proc-
ess of doing that, and it may be that we 
will be able to accept that amendment 
this afternoon by voice vote. 

At this point in time, I would encour-
age Members to come to us as the floor 
managers here, and let’s figure out how 
we can get these amendments pending 
before the Senate. On the Republican 
side we have three folks who are 
queued up ready to offer theirs when it 
is appropriate. As we had agreed last 
week, we will go from side to side in 
terms of the amendments that will be 
considered. Hopefully this will be the 
beginning of a good, constructive week 
as we turn to regular order here in the 
Senate processing amendments. 

With that, I would turn to my col-
league on the energy committee, Sen-
ator CANTWELL, for any comments she 
might care to make. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington. 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, just 
to reiterate our opposition to this leg-
islation, new polling has come out 
showing that the American public real-
ly does—over 60 percent—support going 
through a normal process and not sub-
verting what are environmental laws. 
But we are going to move forward in 
getting this legislation voted on. My 
colleague just outlined a process for 
this afternoon. So I would encourage 
Members to come to the floor to offer 
their amendments. I know Senator 
FRANKEN is coming to speak on his 
amendment, and I see the Senator from 
Massachusetts here to speak on his 
amendment. So hopefully while they 
are speaking we can get a vote sched-
ule firmed up and talk about other 
amendments besides the three we have 
pending. But I would agree with the 
Senator from Alaska that Members 
should come down here and talk on 
their amendments and we should keep 
the process moving. 

With that, I am not sure who is 
queued up to speak. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
believe the sponsor of this legislation, 
Senator HOEVEN, would like to address 
the Chamber for a few minutes this 
afternoon not only on the amendments 
that are pending but the bigger picture 
of Keystone XL. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington. 

Ms. CANTWELL. May I inquire of the 
Senator from Alaska and Senator 
HOEVEN how long he intends to speak 
to make sure our colleague from Mas-
sachusetts knows he has his time be-
fore we get locked out for lunch? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota. 

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, my in-
quiry would be: How much time does 
the Senator from Massachusetts need? 
I would be willing to defer my time 
until later, as long as I know I would 
have approximately 10 minutes before 
the hard break of 12:30 p.m. 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I 
would think that if it is OK to allow 
the Senator from Massachusetts to 
proceed, knowing that our hard stop is 
12:30 p.m., that at least—I would make 
this request: that both Senators be al-
lowed to speak for 10 minutes, starting 
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